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fine-tuning your micro game
J O N A T H A N  W R I G H T

he brute was holding in a barely 
perceptible lie among the cobbles, 
finning occasionally for balance. 
While well camouflaged from above, 
he showed the unmistakable profile of 
a mature specimen: massive shoulders, 
enlarged jaw, deep crimson belly. 

Holding my breath, I checked my backcast and threw at him 
from a crouch. He smashed the heavily dressed fly before I was even 
on top of my drift, and immediately tore off downstream with it, 
vaulting over two small waterfalls before I caught up and brought 
him to hand.

What sets this scenario apart from a typical storyline is that I was 
using a 2-weight rod, the water in question was flowing at about 9 
cubic feet per second (cfs), and my trophy was a fantastically col-
ored, 12-inch greenback cutthroat trout in Rocky Mountain Na-
tional Park. To my mind, it doesn’t get any better than this. In my 
education as a fly fisher, I’ve come to realize that learning to fish 
very small streams effectively not only carries over to bigger water, 
but is also is a superb discipline unto itself. Structure and flow can 
be seen in miniature, stalking and presentation can be totally un-
forgiving, and food forms are not always obvious. The good news 
is that much of this resource goes ignored by the majority of fly 
anglers. Understanding the biological mechanics of tiny streams is 
a key to success, and there are three primary drivers: temperature, 
turbidity, and wind.
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Large trout can thrive in tiny streams, 
particularly if they connect to a larger 
river downstream. At some times of 
the year, there is more food in smaller 
streams, and this is particularly true in 
late summer when terrestrials are an 
important food source.


